Sermon John 2:1-11 – Epiphany 2C 19/1/25
Sermon Videolink: https://youtu.be/IaGMszxCJGM

Reliability is a rare trait found in certain people. It is found in consistently reliable people, because of their values and actions when needed. Like the caring friend who supports you despite their own commitments, the responsible employee who consistently steps up when needed, and the compassionate person who listens intently and responds with genuine kindness.

Mary had someone in her life like that. Someone who had a big heart. This person cared about people. He could see their struggles and was in tune with how others were feeling. She had someone in her life who she could depend on even if it messed with his plans. This person was full of love for people. This person was full of compassion for people. This person was full of grace toward people.

This person was her son Jesus. 

Jesus is exactly like God his heavenly Father and today we are reminded of God’s character in Psalm 36. Like God the Father, Jesus’ love reaches to the heavens, his righteousness is like the highest mountains and his justice is like the deepest oceans. Like God the Father, you can find refuge under Jesus’ wings. Like God the Father, Jesus is an ever-flowing river full of living water. Jesus is the fountain of life and the light of all of humanity.

Mary saw a problem and she knew only one person could fix it. Her son Jesus. She knows she doesn’t even have to ask him to fix it. All Mary has to do is tell Jesus the problem and he wouldn’t be able to help himself. 

That’s exactly what Mary does when wine runs out at a wedding in Cana. 

Weddings back in those times were big affairs, including extended family, neighbours and the local community. They would usually last for several days. Running out of wine would have been more than an embarrassment. In a society where hospitality was highly valued running out of wine would have it would have resulted in shame and damage to the host’s reputation. In most cases, the host would have been the bridegroom. He would have forever been known as the wedding host who ran out of wine.

In this context, Mary goes to Jesus and informs him, “They have no more wine.” She doesn’t ask him to do anything, she merely makes Jesus aware of the situation. She knows that Jesus is like God the Father and therefore she is confident that he will come up with a solution.

Jesus has just called his first disciples. He may not even have gathered all of the 12 apostles at this stage. Yes, he has a plan in motion but performing a miracle this early in his ministry wasn't part of the plan. His response to his mother suggests some frustration as he says, “Woman, why do you involve me? My hour has not yet come.” (John 2:4, NIV).

Mary still doesn’t ask Jesus to do anything, but she knows her son very well and directs the servants to do whatever Jesus tells them to do. 

Of course, Jesus responds. Jesus puts aside any inconvenience and changes his plans. Why? He is like his heavenly Father. He is full of love and grace he wants to bring life to people, life in abundance. 

That is exactly what Jesus does. He turns between 500 and 700 litres of water into the best quality wine. Providing an overflowing abundance of wine. He removes the embarrassment, shame and potentially permanent loss of reputation that the groom could have suffered. The wedding celebration continues, and the groom and his bride begin their life together well. The families and guests are happy and satisfied. When people talk about this wedding in the future the only thing they may say is, “Oh yes I remember that wedding it’s the one with the best wine I’ve ever tasted.”

It may not have been the right time for Jesus to begin performing miracles but in all things, God works for the good of those who love him. God turns this situation into one that builds family, community and relationships among the guests of the wedding. God turns this situation into one where Jesus is glorified. 

Jesus managed to keep the number of people who witnessed the miracle down to only a few servants and his small group of disciples. Even then he turns in into good for his disciples as it strengthens their faith in him.

As we read this account of the Wedding at Cana, we too are reminded that Jesus is like his heavenly Father. We too are reminded that when we find ourselves in difficult situations and lose any sense of celebration or hope for the future, in Jesus Christ we have a God that we can rely upon. 

We can rely on Jesus because he reveals his glory in love, in service, in community, and in grace. 

Sometimes people struggle with the belief that certain concerns are too trivial for God. With all the big things that God has to deal with some may think that Mary was wrong to bring up something as trivial as running out of wine. Yet Jesus reminds us that God’s love is personal, and he is concerned with every detail of our lives. God does not even forget the sparrows and yet we are worth more than many sparrows. God even knows the number of hairs on our head (Luke 12: 6-7). Jesus is like God the Father wanting us to cast all our anxiety on him (1 Peter 5:7). Nothing is too trivial for God.

At the wedding Jesus made sure that the best wine was served last. In life, Jesus is leaving the best for last for you too. At the end of your lives as you look back on the best days, the best experiences, the best relationships, the best of everything you have experienced in your life, remember this. What is still to come is exceedingly better than the very best you have experienced in life so far. The best waits for you on the other side of death. An eternity lived with Jesus the bridegroom to the church, who will wipe every tear from our eyes. Then there will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain. Then the wine will flow forever from the Lord’s table, and you will celebrate forever at the eternal marriage feast of God the Son.
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