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If you want to know what God is like, and what is most important to God there are two ways in which God has revealed his character, his values and what is important to him. One way is through God’s law, the other is through Jesus. Psalm 19 reminds us that God’s law is perfect and refreshing to the soul. It is trustworthy and right, giving joy to the heart and giving light to the eyes. This reveals to us that God is perfect, trustworthy the source of eternal light. God’s desire is to refresh our souls and give us joy. 

In Leviticus, there is a law about Sabbath years and the Year of Jubilee. Sabbath Years occur once every 7 years. During this year the people are not to sow any crops and or prune their vineyards. Any food that the land naturally yields will be available for all inhabitants of the land to take for their needs. That includes the landowners, their servants and hired workers and any temporary residents or foreigners who live among them. Live-stock and wild animals are also able to eat this food. God’s love and desire to care for all of creation including the land, the animals domestic and wild and for people is reflected in this law. 
The Year of Jubilee occurs after 7 Sabbath Years or after 49 years. On the 50th year the Year of Jubilee is announced on the Day of Atonement. On this day the high priest makes atonement for the sins of God’s people as they seek to restore their relationship with God.  It is dedicated to repentance, reflection and seeking reconciliation, 

The Year of Jubilee is the same as a Sabbath Year but something else quite unique and radical was decreed. Everyone would return to their family property. If they had sold their property at any time since the last Jubilee Year, the current owner was to vacate the property and return it to the original owner or their children. This was to break the cycle of intergenerational poverty and to stop the wealthy from accumulating large land holdings and with these holdings considerable wealth and power.

God included other laws with the Jubilee law to ensure God’s people did not fall into intergenerational poverty. If anyone became poor their fellow country folk were not permitted to profit from their poverty through charging interest or selling them food for profit. They were not allowed to make their countryfolk into slaves or sell them to foreigners as slaves. They had to pay the poor for any work they did, as they also had to pay foreigners and strangers. In the Year of Jubilee, they were to be released from their work obligations to return to their family properties which were then returned to them.

In some cases when God’s people became poor, they sold themselves and their children to a foreigner living in the country. The Jubilee law provided strict rules which ensured they had ample opportunities to regain their freedom. If they or their children were still slaves when the Year of Jubilee arrived, then they would be released. Any loans that the poor may have been repaying were also forgiven in the Year of Jubilee.
The Sabbath and Jubilee Year laws reveal God’s love and compassion for creation and for people. They also show us what justice looks like from God’s perspective. In these laws, God makes it clear that the land belongs to him. God’s people possess the land as a gift from God and it is their responsibility to ensure the whole community benefits from God’s gift. 
The Jubilee law is very radical, it is radical by our modern standards where ownership of property is a way to create wealth for ourselves and often a way to pass on wealth to future generations.  It was also a radical law in ancient Israel, so much so that there is no concrete evidence that it was ever practised. 
The is one case where King Zedekiah, proclaimed freedom for the slaves in Jerusalem, in what was a Jubilee kind of event. The officials and people of the city agreed, but afterwards, they changed their minds and very soon after enslaved the slaves they had freed. This law as with many other laws given to Moses by God, was specifically for the children of Israel and not intended for other nations. If enacted in modern Australia it would create economic mayhem. Despite this as God’s people we should be mindful that the intention and sentiment behind the Jubilee law are still close to God’s heart and Jesus confirms this as he speaks in the synagogue in his hometown. 
When Jesus reads from the prophet Isaiah, there is a reference to “the year of the Lord’s favour.” This is very likely a reference to the Year of Jubilee. By reading from Isaiah, Jesus proclaims that God still wants justice and equal opportunity for all people. God is still the champion of those financially, socially, physically or spiritually poor. God is still concerned for the wrongfully imprisoned or detained and God still has compassion and love for those who suffer and are in mourning.
After Jesus read from Isaiah he said, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” (vs 21, NIV). He was drawing a line in the sand. Far too often God’s people, had ignored God’s pleas and warnings not to oppress the orphans, widows, foreigners and the poor. Now God had sent someone who would do what human beings had never been able to do perfectly. Someone who cares like God the Father cares, loves as the Father loves, has compassion and intervenes in practical ways to bring freedom, release, comfort and good news to people in need.
Jesus is good news for the poor. He is good news for those who for various reasons, have found themselves at the bottom end of society. For a few, it is their own fault, but for many, it is a result of circumstances beyond their control. There are also many hard-working people, who live in poverty because of sickness, accidents, being caught in poor economic circumstances, war or the greed and dishonest acts of others. For many it is intergenerational, being born into a cycle of poverty and family dysfunction which sets a poor path for their life. Jesus is good news for those who are captive to these cycles. Jesus is good news for those who have experienced injustice 
Jesus is also good news for those who are doing well through greed, misuse of power, exploitation, discrimination, neglect, deception and so on. Jesus is good news to such people because with Jesus comes the offer of atonement, forgiveness and a reset in their lives. Jesus has come for those blind to their sin, to open their eyes to compassion, love and grace toward others. 
God reveals his character and values through both the law and the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Only in Jesus do you find forgiveness, only, in Jesus do you find renewal. Only in Jesus and by the power of the Holy Spirit can you find release from those things that have taken you captive. Only through Jesus and by the power of the Spirit can you become more and more a coworker with Jesus bringing the good news of God’s favour to others. 
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