Sermon Thanksgiving — Deuteronomy 26:1-11 — 9th February 2025
Sermon Videolink: https://youtu.be/4bkIp1xCi4g
Have you ever noticed how much more you appreciate something if you suddenly have to go without that thing? We lived in Geelong from 2002 – 2009. During most of that time, the area was in drought, and the city experienced water restrictions. You could only hand water your garden and then only during certain times of the day. For a while, you could only water on certain days of the week, depending on whether your street number was odd or even. 

Before arriving in Geelong, if I wanted to wash the car, I had no second thoughts about turning on the tap to do so. Often without any thought of the wasted water running down the driveway. Water was there at the turn of a tap, always available. The memory of the drought has permanently reminded me what a precious resource water is. 
The drought also reminded me how dependent we are on God.  When everything is going well, we can easily fool ourselves into thinking we are doing it all ourselves. Take gardening for example. You may consider yourself a good gardener and even brag about what a great garden you have, as you proudly show off the fruits of your labour. During the drought, many well-kept gardens and lawns died. No matter how much effort people put into their garden, when God didn’t send the rain, their showpiece lawns died.

We don’t only depend on God for the rain. Ultimately all that we have depends totally on God’s generosity because everything in the universe is dependent on God. God didn’t stop at creating the universe. God sustains and holds the whole universe together, from the largest star to the smallest sub-atomic particle. Without God, everything and everyone would cease to exist. 
Have you ever gone to a great deal of trouble finding a gift for someone? How did you hope the person would respond when you gave them that gift? What if the person who received the gift showed obvious disappointment, or even worse, complained about the gift? I imagine it would not make you feel very good. That is what we sometimes do with God. 
Sometimes, we forget that it is by God’s grace that we have woken up with another chance to live. That our heart is still beating, and we are still able to take in breath. Sometimes, we take the sunshine for granted, and sometimes we complain when the weather is not quite the way we would like it to be. Often, people are quick to complain to God but rather slow to thank God.
If I were God, I would feel like no longer giving any gifts.
Thankfully, God is gracious, and no matter how much we complain, his generosity is boundless. Jesus tells us that God sends the rain on both the good and the bad. Despite our lack of thankfulness, God generously provides us with what we need. 
God is so generous that he even gives himself to you! The material gifts that God gives to you are certainly something to be thankful and joyful for, but they are by far not the most important gifts. The truth is that material gifts do not last. We come into this world with nothing, and we leave with nothing. Deep in our hearts, we know this is true. Why is it that we spend so much time and energy accumulating stuff?

I remember on several occasions talking to people in nursing homes who left behind houses and sheds full of possessions they spent a lifetime accumulating. Jesus knows that many people live like this, and he puts it this way, “Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life,” (John 6:27). 
The food that endures to eternal life is Jesus Christ and his Word. This food is also God’s gift to you. God sent his Son into the world as a gift for you. Jesus lived a perfect life as a gift for you. Jesus died on the cross as a gift for you. God raised Jesus as a gift for you. Through Jesus, God gives himself to you, so that you can have the food that lasts.

God gives you faith so that you can receive his gifts with joy. God gives his gifts to everyone, without exception, but not everyone receives them with joy. Some people have no faith in God and do not recognise that God is the giver. Other people believe that God only gives if they work for it. Of course, a gift worked for is not a gift at all but a payment. Only through faith can you receive God’s gifts with joy. 

When the people asked Jesus what work it was that God required them to do to receive the food that lasts, Jesus gave an unexpected answer. He didn’t tell them to give their lives to God or to make a decision for Jesus. He didn’t tell them to live a good life, follow all the commandments and behave themselves. Jesus says, "The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent."  Trust is all God wants from you, and even that is a gift. 
Faith in Jesus is a gift from God the Holy Spirit given through the Word. God wants you to take him at his word, that Jesus Christ is the source of your deepest hunger and your biggest thirst. Through faith, you are able to receive all God’s gifts with confidence. Through faith, you are able to receive all God’s gifts with joy, because you know that there are no strings attached. 
Today we are reminded that God is the giver of all good things. God has given you your body, soul, mind, and senses. God has given you your food, clothes, home, family, work and money. God has given you the sun, moon and stars. He has given you this planet, showers of rain, nighttime and day. God has given you the plants and animals, the rivers and seas. God has given you faith, forgiveness and new life. God has given you himself through his Son Jesus.
Faith believes that God has lovingly, graciously and generously given us all these gifts, no strings attached. In faith, we can respond with praise and thanksgiving. In faith and love toward God the giver we can respond by treating every gift God has given us with respect, love and care. That includes taking care of God’s creation and treating it with respect. It also includes responding to God’s generosity by being generous to others and sharing God’s gifts with those in need. 
Amen
Pastor Rolf Lungwitz
