SERMON PENTECOST 12C — JEREMIAH 1:4-10 — 2/2/25

Sermon video link: https://youtu.be/1nQADrzEY4s
When God brought me to faith in Christ in my early 20s, it wasn’t long before some fleeting and frightening thoughts popped into my mind. Thoughts, that maybe God wanted me to become a pastor. For over a decade I managed to dismiss those thoughts and suppress them to the point where I could barely hear them. 
I had plenty of good reasons to ignore thoughts about becoming a pastor. Whenever I had to speak in public, I became very anxious. Even reading the Bible readings on Sunday morning made me anxious. Being a pastor would mean preaching God’s word to a whole congregation. I could identify with Jeremiah words, “Lord I don’t know how to speak.” 
It must have been tough for Jeremiah on that day when the Lord came to him. Being a priest, Jeremiah is aware of the political crisis in the land. He is aware of people’s disloyalty in keeping the covenant and of God’s disappointment in his chosen people. As a priest, Jeremiah already had his life laid out before him. Becoming a prophet completely upended his life. He was rejected by his family and the people in his hometown who plotted to kill him. He was beaten and put in stocks, publicly mocked, thrown into a pit and left to die, and accused of treason. 
God didn’t randomly choose Jeremiah. It wasn’t a case of, being in the right place at the right time. God already had a plan for Jeremiah before he was formed in the womb. God had already set Jeremiah apart to become a prophet before he was born. There was no way Jeremiah was going to get out of this. God’s call to him was personal as he spoke to Jeremiah, God confirmed this by reaching out and placing His hand on Jeremiah’s mouth. God put his words into Jeremiah’s mouth and Jeremiah had no option but to speak.
Many years later Jeremiah tried to hand in his notice and stop speaking on God’ behalf, but he could not. This is what he said, ‘I will not mention him, or speak any more in his name,’ but within me there is something like a burning fire shut up in my bones; I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot” Jeremiah 20:9). God had not only given Jeremiah his words but also a deep passion to speak them. 

Jeremiah was not the last person God chose to speak on his behalf. Paul in his letter to the Ephesians, reveals to us that in Jesus, God chose us before the creation of the world, to speak God’s word. Psalm 139 assures us that God knit each one of us together in our mother’s womb (vs 13-14). In baptism, God chose you and adopted you as his dearly beloved child. 
When a person is baptised, in the Lutheran Rite there is a point where the pastor says, “The Lord made the deaf hear and the dumb speak. Therefore in his name I say: Be opened, so that you may hear and speak the word of God.” While saying these words the pastor may also touch the ears and lips of the person being baptised. This reminds us that as baptised people we are called to listen to God’s word with our ears and to speak God’s word with our mouth. God gives us his words to hear, and then puts them into our mouths to speak. This is one of the key tasks God has set us aside for as his adopted children. 

The call to speak God’s word is no longer reserved for a select few prophets. It is not even reserved only for pastors. The call to speak God’s word is given to all people whom God has adopted in Holy Baptism. We are all called to give the reason for our hope in Jesus Christ, when we are asked. 
Jeremiah had a difficult message for the people of his time. His message included warnings that the temple and Jerusalem would be destroyed by Babylon, and the people would be sent into exile. His message warned about the uprooting, tearing down and overthrow of kingdoms. Not only Judah but also Egypt, Moab, and others, and eventually the fall of Babylon.  
Jeremiah also had good news to build up and establish a better future. After 70 years in exile, God would bring his people back to their homeland. God would also be with his people even after the destruction of the temple and while they were in exile. There would come a time when God would write his law on people’s hearts, transforming them. A time when God would forgive and no longer remember our sins. A time when God would raise up a righteous branch for David called, “The Lord our Righteous Saviour” (Jeremiah 23:6).

Thankfully the key message we have been called to speak is good news. It is a message that by the power of the Holy Spirit has transformed our hearts.  It is a message of forgiveness of sins. The good news that God no longer remembers our sin, because of what Jesus has done for us. We have been called to tell others this good news about our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Even good news can be hard to tell other people about, especially in a society where many people have already heard it and rejected it. Others think they have heard the good news, but the message they received was distorted. Sometimes distorted to the point that the version they heard is either irrelevant or the very opposite of good news. In a society like this, telling people the good news can be as hard as telling them bad news.

For these reasons when we do get the opportunity to pass on to someone the good news of Jesus, first of all we should make sure we are speaking the truth and not merely our own opinion. If you are going to speak as a representative of God, then make sure you have a good grasp of God’s word.
Secondly, speak in love. Look at Paul’s words about love in 1 Corinthians. Speaking in love means being patient and waiting for the right time. It means being kind and gentle when you do say something. If those you speak to become confused, object to the message, dismiss or reject the message then don’t become angry or defensive. Don’t act like you are superior or you know better. You don’t know the good news of Jesus Christ because you are smarter or wiser. You know the good news because you have received the gift of God’s word. You believe the good news because, through the Holy Spirit, you have received the gift of faith. Treat the good news as a precious gift to be shared with people out of love for them. 
Jesus has commanded us to go and make disciples. God has no plan B. The only way people will hear the good news and come to faith is by God’s chosen people telling others about God’s good news of hope and grace through Jesus Christ.

When God’s word becomes difficult to talk to others about, we can be tempted to remain silent and like Jeremiah say, “I do not know how to speak.” Or like Moses say, “I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech and tongue.” (Ex 4:10, NIV). Thankfully even though it may not always be easy, you will never be alone as you do so. God promised to be with Moses as he spoke to Pharaoh, God was with Jeremiah and Jesus has made a promise to you and all his disciples, saying, “surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age” (Matt 28:20, NIV). 
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