Luke 6:27-38 23/2/25 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 23/2/25
Sermon Videolink: https://youtu.be/MAZQTgWG_wo

“Wake up. Be kind. Repeat.”
Someone had these words on a sign in their office. “Wake up. Be kind. Repeat.” 

This is what Jesus asks us to do when he asks us to be merciful, just as God our Father is merciful. 

Wake up. Be kind. Repeat.

This is far easier said than done though, don’t you think?

It isn’t too hard when it comes to people you like and who are kind to you, but it becomes much more difficult to do when dealing with someone difficult. Someone who doesn’t play by the rules.

What rules? The rules that say, “If I am kind to someone then they should be kind in return. If I do a good deed for someone, they should do a good deed for me. If I lend money to someone, then I expect repayment.” It’s the Law of Mutual Obligation, that unwritten law that when you do a favour for someone, then they should return the favour.

As long as the people in your life follow the Law of Mutual Obligation, then it isn’t all that difficult to wake up. Be kind. Repeat. 

After all, it’s only fair, don’t you think? That’s what makes our society work. It fosters cooperation, it builds trust, and it holds relationships and society as a whole, together.

The problem with the Law of Mutual Obligation is when people don’t follow the rules. You do something for someone, and they don’t return the favour. If you live by this law then when someone doesn’t return a favour it can feel like a slap in the face. Soon one slap results in a slapping them back, but a little harder for good measure, and soon the retribution escalates. As this plays out in families, personal relationships, communities, and between nations the world descends into chaos.

Jesus is saying that in his realm, the motivation to wake up, be kind; repeat, goes beyond merely doing good deeds for those who you know will pay you back sometime. Jesus calls us to a different more drastic form of motivation. Those of us who follow Jesus are to be motivated by an inner transformation at the level of our hearts, minds and souls. A transformation that occurs when, through faith, you experience the love and mercy of God, through Jesus Christ.

We are motived by love, because in Jesus, God first loved us. We are motivated by mercy and compassion because God has been and continues to be merciful to us.

Love is an amazing thing. Love will drive parents to spend sleepless nights caring for their newborn child. Love motivates people to freely give up their personal time and resources to help a loved one in need. Love will do whatever it can to protect a loved one, even to the point of putting oneself in harm’s way.  Love will put up with a difficult child, sibling or friend.

This love placed in our hearts by God goes even further though than mere human love. God loves all people, even people who are God’s enemies. God is merciful to both the good and the bad. 

We see God’s love most clearly in Jesus. Jesus was hated, cursed, beaten, abused, stripped, abandoned, and crucified. Yet, he did not retaliate. With his dying breath, he looked at those condemning, crucifying and mocking him and asked his Father to forgive them. Jesus loved knowing that all he would get in return was hate and by doing so, God’s love prevailed. We know this because, in the resurrection, Jesus overcame cursing and abuse and even death itself. 

On the cross, Jesus’ arms were outstretched in love for all people, including us. Knowing and believing this changes us. When the Holy Spirit creates faith in Christ in our hearts, the Spirit also places the seed of God’s love in our hearts. The kind of love that loves enemies and does good to those who hate you. The love that blesses those who curse you and prays for those who ill-treat you. We do this by faith in Christ because The Holy Spirit transforms our inner orientation from self-seeking to selflessness, from keeping score to forgiveness, and from revenge to kindness.

When you hear Jesus say words like, “love your enemies, do good to those that hate you” (vs 27), your first response may be, “That is impossible!” You may feel like the demands of Jesus are too hard, and he is setting you up for failure. You may look at your own life and think of people who have hurt you or your loved ones, that you plain and simply cannot love. People that make your blood boil. Dare you say it, you may even think of people that you hate. 

We live in a world where we are told that to survive, we must stand up for ourselves. We should not let people walk all over us; we should set boundaries and not let ourselves be taken advantage of.  How can we possibly, let someone slap us and then turn the other cheek for more of the same?

These words of Jesus do set us up for failure, if we hear them as commandments that we have to follow.  When Jesus says to turn the other cheek, to gouge out your eye or to cut off your right hand (Matt. 5:29-31), he is using exaggeration to emphasise a point. They are not commandments to follow religiously. Jesus is not asking you to put yourself in harm’s way when you are in an abusive relationship or when the local bully starts attacking you. 

Jesus is saying that when you are filled with God’s forgiving love you will react in new and different ways. Instead of anger, revenge and retribution, you will seek the way of love, showing patience, kindness, self-control and mercy. You will react in this way because even though as a Christian you are completely free and subject to no one, you are also filled with a love that drives you to seek the best for everyone. Jesus is describing what life looks like when your heart is transformed by God’s love, because when your heart is transformed by God’s love, you won’t be able to help but to wake up, be kind; repeat.

Having said this, we are both saints and sinners at the same time and for that reason we will often fail to love. Thankfully, we live under God’s grace, and Christ is at the right hand of God, continually speaking in our defence. Therefore, when we fail to love, we can go with confidence before God and ask him to forgive us and fill our hearts with His mercy. When we are filled with anger and maybe even with hate we can come to the Lord’s table and receive the body of Christ given for us and drink the blood of Christ shed for us for the forgiveness of sins. As we receive that body and blood, we receive again a measure of the love God has for us and that love transforms our hearts and minds. 

In this life, we will struggle to love as God loves and to be merciful as God is merciful, but we are not in this alone. We belong to Jesus and bear the name of Christ. The Spirit of Christ lives in us. Through God’s Word and Sacraments, we are constantly being transformed into people who love with God’s love… People who are merciful just as our Father in heaven is merciful. People who can, wake up, be kind; repeat.”
Amen
Pastor Rolf Lungwitz

