Sermon Luke 9:28-45 — Transfiguration C — 2 March 2025
Sermon Video Link: https://youtu.be/6uyUk3BeH1Q
It is easy to listen to someone when they tell us what we want to hear. At first, Peter found it easy to listen to Jesus. He didn’t always understand, but he had followed Jesus from the beginning. When Jesus said, “Follow me”, Peter was one of the first in line. Every day, he followed Jesus, every day, he listened to Jesus. Every day, he witnessed more and more people coming to listen to Jesus. Peter became convinced that Jesus was the one, the Messiah who would usher in the kingdom of God. Their movement was growing, and you can imagine Peter and the others tasting victory just around the corner.
Most of us find it easy to listen to Jesus when he tells us things we want to hear. When Jesus tells us about God’s love and forgiveness, we like to listen to him. When Jesus promises to prepare a place for us in heaven, we like to listen to him. When we hear about Jesus ruling in heaven, we love to listen. It is easy to listen to someone when they are telling us things we want to hear.

Peter loved to listen to Jesus, until Jesus started saying things Peter didn’t want to hear. No sooner had Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah, and Jesus started to say things Peter did not like to hear. He warned his disciples not to tell anyone he was the Messiah, he spoke about suffering, being rejected, and killed. He talked about denying themselves if they wanted to be his disciples. 

It can be hard listening to Jesus when he tells us things we don’t like to hear. When he tells us that we may be rejected because we are his disciples. When our faith puts us in conflict with friends and family. When he challenges us to love even our enemies. When our wants and desires conflict with the kind of life he wants us to live.  It is can be hard listening to Jesus at these times.
Eight days after Peter confessed Jesus was the Messiah, Jesus took Peter, James and John onto a mountain to pray. It would not be surprising if Peter was still struggling with the words Jesus had said about his suffering, death and the disciples denying themselves. But these three disciples were about to get a mountaintop experience that was out of this world.
Let’s face it, most of us love to experience the glory and power of Christ and to hang onto those experiences as long a possible. Perhaps you have experienced moments of glory in your walk with Christ. Mountain top experiences when you sensed the presence of God in a special way. Maybe it was at a youth camp, or a conference or a special worship experience. Maybe it was your confirmation day or the time when the Holy Spirit breathed into you that first breath of faith in Jesus. When such moments come, we like to hold onto them. Some people even try to build their faith around them, but most of us find that we cannot hold onto them. If we do have mountaintop experiences in time life takes over our memories fade. For most of us, our lives are pretty ordinary, and mountaintop experiences are rare gifts

Peter, James and John went to the mountaintop with Jesus, and he was transfigured before them. The Greek word comes from the same word we translate as metamorphose. Like a butterfly coming out of its chrysalis, revealing its true nature, Jesus’ true nature was revealed as the appearance of his face changed and his clothes became as bright as a flash of lightning. 
The change in his face and the bright flashing appearance of the Jesus’ clothes may remind us of Moses, whose face shone when he came back down from Mount Sinai after speaking with God. Being well versed in the Hebrew Scriptures, what we call the Old Testament, the three disciples on the mountain may have made this connection with Moses. Then, Moses appeared and with him, Elijah. Note though that Moses and Elijah were not transfigured, their clothes and faces did not shine. 

Why these two men? These men represented all that God had said to his people. As the author of Hebrews says, “In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various ways.” (Heb 1:1 , NIV). Why Moses and Elijah? Perhaps because Elijah did not die, he was taken up to heaven in a chariot (2 Kings 2:11-14) and tradition said that Moses also did not die but went to heaven. There was an expectation that at the end of time, Moses and Elijah would return to restore Israel. When Moses and Elijah appeared on the mountaintop with Jesus, Peter, James, and John would have seen this as the beginning of the great end time when God’s people were to be restored. 

Peter’s first reaction is to build three shelters as if these three are going to live on this mountain top as the kingdom of God comes.
But the mountain top experience is not about eternally basking in glory, it is about who to listen to. No sooner has Peter suggested that three shelters be built, Moses and Elijah disappear as if to show us that even though their voices are important, there is someone else who far outshines them. 
In the past God spoke through the Law and Prophets but now he speaks through someone else. This person is so important to listen to that God himself speaks from heaven to tell us. A cloud appeared and the voice of God speaks from the cloud and says, “"This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!" (Mark 9:7). We are to listen to Jesus. God himself endorses Jesus and commands that we listen to him. Why, because Jesus outshines by far both Moses and Elijah. Jesus is not only a human being, but also God’s beloved Son. Jesus is God in human flesh. 
Listening to Jesus changes us. When Moses spoke to God on Mount Sinai his face began to glow. More importantly, being in the presence of God and listening to God surely changed Moses’ heart, mind and character. 

In the same way, being in the presence of and listening to Jesus causes a metamorphosis in us. As we listen to Jesus, the Holy Spirit recreates us. The light of God shines in our hearts and reveals to us God’s glory on display in Jesus. The Spirit grows the seed of faith in our hearts, minds and souls, and they are transfigured. We take on the glory of Jesus, as we listen to him. Like a butterfly emerging from its chrysalis, we go through a metamorphosis, and we become more and more like Jesus. We become the light of the world showing the way to Jesus, the way to forgiveness, life and salvation. 
Amen.
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