Sermon John 14:23-29 — Easter 6C — 25th  May 2025
Sermon videolink: https://youtu.be/YnheNPnKHRY
Before modern technology made communication easy, when people went overseas, the only option was to communicate by letter. If your special someone went overseas those letters became very important. When a letter arrived, it was opened with excitement. It was read carefully and sometimes re-read. Every word was important. Perhaps parts of the letter were memorised and thought about throughout the days and weeks until the next letter arrived. The words of the loved one were kept close in the heart and the mind. Jesus talks about keeping his word when he says, “Those who love me will keep my word,” (John 14:23 NRSV).

When you love Jesus, you keep his word close to your heart. The word translated as keep in the reading today means to hold fast, to preserve, to watch and to guard. When you love Jesus, you keep his word by listening to his word, reading his word, studying his word and continually thinking about his word. It has been said that the Bible is God’s love letter to humanity. Those who love Jesus cherish the Bible because they know that the Bible is the word of the one they love.  When you love someone, what they say to you is important and you cherish what they have to say. 
Have you ever had a conversation with someone, and at the end of the conversation you knew that they hadn’t really heard anything you said? How did it make you feel? When people don’t listen to you, they make you feel like you are not important. On the other hand, there is nothing more attractive than someone who listens to you. There are few things that can bring two people closer together than conversations where they genuinely listen to and seek to understand each other. When you show your love for Jesus by listening to his words, holding onto them, remembering them and seeking to understand them, the God the Father loves it, because he loves those who cherish the words of his Son.

When you listen to Jesus, you are also listening to God the Father.  When Jesus speaks to you, God the Father is speaking to you at the same time. Several times, Jesus makes this clear. In John 12:49-50, he says, "For I did not speak on my own, but the Father who sent me commanded me to say all that I have spoken... So whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to say." (NIV). In John 14:10, he says, “The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work." Jesus and the Father are One. Jesus’ words are always the Father’s words, and the Father’s words are always Jesus’ words. The whole Bible, Old and New Testament are words of both Jesus and God the Father. 
When you hold onto Jesus’ words and keep them close to your heart, then Jesus will be revealed to you. The only way we can really get to know Jesus is by getting to know God’s word. There really is no other way to get to know Jesus and therefore no other way to get to know God the Father. In today’s reading, Jesus is only a few hours away from his crucifixion. Even though he has been physically present to his disciples for several years, soon he will die. Yes, he will be raised but after 40 days he will ascend into heaven. The only way that Jesus will be revealed to people in the future is through his word revealed in the scriptures. If you want to know Jesus then the only way to do so is to listen to, read, study, memorize, and keep his words in your heart and mind. 
Thinking again about receiving a letter from someone you love. Even though that person may be on the other side of the world, reading their letter can make them feel so much closer to you. In the same way when you read God’s word, cherish it, think about it, God feels much closer to you. With God this closeness it is more than a feeling. Jesus tells us that when we keep God’s word in our hearts and minds, the Father and the Son make their home in us. 
God the Father and Son make their home in you, by sending the Holy Spirit into your heart. Today God sent the Holy Spirit into Alinka’s heart as she was baptised. God does this for every person is baptised in God’s name. Through the Spirit, Jesus remains with us and in us. 

Jesus calls the Spirit the Paraclete. Some words in other languages cannot be directly translated into English. Paraclete is one of those words. Depending on the English translation, the word Paraclete in John 14:26 is translated as Advocate, Comforter and Helper. Other words that could be used are intercessor, consoler or in a legal sense, the counsel for defence. The Paraclete or Holy Spirit is sent to take the place of Jesus. 

The Holy Spirit teaches us and leads you to a deeper knowledge of God’s word, especially a deeper knowledge of the Good News of Jesus Christ. Jesus confirms this when he says the Holy Spirit, “will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you.” (John 14:26, NIV). As the Spirit does this work in you, the Spirit creates faith and love in your heart, faith in and love for Jesus. 
Through the Spirit, Jesus gives his peace. Often our experience of peace is conditional. We get along well with a certain family member as long as we avoid certain topics. This conditional peace means you are always on your guard. It isn’t really peace at all. It is a superficial peace, because internally there is always some level of anxiety or fear. Often it isn’t a lasting peace because eventually tension spills over and the peace falls apart. 
Jesus gives you an unconditional peace. A peace that neither death, nor life, nor sin or Satan, nor any powers or anything else in creation can destroy. A peace that Jesus won for you on the cross and freely gives to you. The peace Jesus offers is a secure, lasting peace because Jesus can look inside your heart and still make peace with you despite knowing the very worst things about you. Think of a baby, peacefully and securely resting in its mother’s loving arms. That kind of peace is the closest you will come to the peace Jesus offers you.
The word keep can have several meanings. In the case of keeping Jesus’ word we have already talked about it meaning, to hold fast, to preserve, to watch and to guard. There is another meaning to the word keep. The company you keep or hold fast to tends to rub off on you. When spend time in the company with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit by holding fast to God’s word, God rubs off on you. 
The word of God will change you and transform your character to more and more reflect the character of Jesus. As a result, you will keep God’s word in another sense. Sometimes this aspect of the word keep is called obedience. Not obedience because it is commanded, but the only kind of obedience God desires. Obedience that grows out of your faith in and love for Jesus. Amen.
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