Time of Drought Jeremiah 14:1-9    31-8-25
Videolink: https://youtu.be/hQgB7vicVxU


The clearest memory I have of a drought, was in the 1960’s. I remember living on the edge of Mannum, and seeing sand drifts all along our front fence. I remember being caught in several dust storms, walking to and from school, feeling the sand stinging and blasting my skin. Some days, I would arrive home, and the front lawn would be covered in a layer of sand. I would go inside, and my mother, who usually kept the house spotless, would complain about the thick layer of dust that had appeared on the windowsills, and having to redo the laundry, which had become covered in dirt on the line. It almost felt like the end of the world was coming.

I was a town kid, which meant I was spared from the devastation of the drought that my farm kid classmates and their families would have experienced during those years. In the town, we still had plenty of water, which was pumped from the Murray River. We could still water the garden, and my father still had an income working in the local factory. I can only imagine how the farm kids and their families felt, seeing their crops fail, their topsoil blown away, and their livestock starving. 

For much of my adult life, I have lived in cities, and what I have noticed is that in cities, most of the time at least, we are shielded from the worst that droughts can throw at people. Except perhaps in the early 2000’s when we experienced water rationing. 

During Jeremiah’s time as a prophet in Judah, there was a drought. This drought did not only impact farmers and people living on the land, but its impact reached every town and even the capital city of Jerusalem. The whole of Judah was in mourning, and a cry went up from Jerusalem. The ground was cracked, and the cisterns were empty, and there was no grass. Even wild animals were distressed with the does abandoning their newborns, and wild donkeys close to death.

When a natural disaster like a drought happens, it reminds us that ultimately, we are not in control. Of course, it doesn’t have to be a drought, it can be a loss of employment, the collapse of a business, an accident, a chronic or life-threatening illness, the breakdown of a relationship or the death of a loved one. All these things can remind us that we are not in control.

Where do you turn when you have arrived at your breaking point in the face of disaster? 

The people in Judah turned to God. They prayed. 

7 Although our sins testify against us,
    do something, Lord, for the sake of your name (Jeremiah 14:7, NIV).

They admit that they have sinned, but they remember what God’s name stands for.  In Psalm 145, King David says, 

“The LORD is gracious and compassionate,
    slow to anger and rich in love.
9 The LORD is good to all;
    he has compassion on all he has made.” (vs 8,9 NIV).

That is what God’s name stands for, God’s eternal character.

Even though we may know in our heads that God is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love, when we are suffering, it can be hard to remember and hard to believe. 

The people of Judah cry out, but God does not seem to respond to them.  They call out to God, 

“Why are you like a stranger in the land,
    like a traveller who stays only a night?” (vs 8, NIV).

In the middle of a drought or some other devastating life event, your faith and your hope can dry up. You can find yourself filled with doubt in God’s grace, compassion and love. When you pray and nothing seems to change, you can feel like God has forsaken you.

Hundreds of years after Jeremiah’s time, there was someone else who felt like God had forsaken him. A man hanging on a cross in Jerusalem who cried out, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Matt 27:46, NIV).  This man was Jesus, who was far more than a mere human being. This man was God’s Son, who showed us that God’s love for humanity is so great that he became one of us, God in human flesh. Immanuel, God with us. 

Jeremiah spoke about Jesus. The righteous branch that would sprout from David’s line, called, The Lord Our Righteous Saviour (see Jeremiah 33:14-16). Jeremiah also spoke about the time when God will make a new covenant and children will no longer be punished for their parents’ sin, instead everyone will be accountable for their own sin.

We are living in this new covenant, which is very important to know because when droughts and natural disasters happen, there are always those who claim it is a punishment from God upon a nation or a group of people, but this is mere speculation, and it does nothing to help the people who are suffering.  

When disasters strike, what we can say with certainty is that God is with us because 
God has never been an absent God. God was with Adam and Eve in the garden, walking with them in the cool of the day. God was among his people in the desert, walking with them in a pillar of smoke by day and fire by night. God lived among his people first in the Tabernacle and then in the temple in Jerusalem. 

In Jesus, God did not merely live among us, God became one of us. Not only for the few years he spent in Galilee and Judea, but forever, Jesus, God the Son, is and will be a human being, Immanuel, God with us.

When bad things are happening to you and God seems to be absent, look at Jesus. Look at the cross and know that Jesus understands what you are going through. He knows suffering; he knows what it’s like to feel abandoned by God. Remember Jesus, Immanuel, God with you in the midst of all your troubles. Quenching your soul with rivers of living water.

Look at Jesus and remember that God loves you so much he sent his Son to die for you even while you were still God’s enemy. Look at Jesus and know that no matter how bad things are, it is not because God has abandoned you. It is not because God doesn’t care. Through Christ, God is with you in the very worst of times, suffering with you, even while he is at the right hand of God the Father, pleading your case.

Remember that God the Father has adopted you as a dearly beloved child and given you his name in baptism. Remember that as a child of God, you are not alone, you are part of a vast family of brothers and sisters whom God has called to love and support each other. Remember your brother Jesus, and remember that he has promised to stick with you until the very end of your time on this earth and for an eternity beyond. Amen.
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