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The parable of the shrewd manager follows immediately after the parables of the Lost Sheep, Lost Coin and the Prodigal Son.  A better name for the last parable would be the Parable of the Loving Father. In that parable, the father generously lavishes his son with grace and mercy. Jesus told these parables to tax collectors, sinners, Pharisees and teachers of the law.
With thoughts of grace and mercy still in their minds, Jesus tells the Parable of the Shrewd Manager. We are told Jesus is talking to his disciples, but later it becomes apparent that the Pharisees are also still listening.
In the parable of the shrewd manager, we hear of a wealthy man who has a manager, who manages his possessions. This manager squandered the man’s possessions. The word for squandered is the same one used in describing what the prodigal son did with his inheritance. This is a reminder of the prodigal and the merciful father in that parable.
The rich man fires his manager, but there is no indication that he takes more serious legal action. Does this indicate that this rich man has a merciful nature? The next thing the manager does seems to suggest so.
The manager, about to lose his job, realises that he is not physically able to do manual labour, and he certainly does not want to beg. He decides his best course of action is to win favour with his bosses’ debtors by writing down their debts. In doing so, he is gambling that his boss will be merciful. 
The write downs in today’s equivalent are in the thousands of dollars and significant amounts for small subsistence farmers.  From the debtor’s point of view, the manager has shown them mercy. This made them more likely to help him in the future.
The rich man could punish the manager more severely, but instead, he shows mercy and even praises the manager for his shrewdness.
After the parable, Jesus says, “the people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light” Luke 16:8).
In the same way the manager was shrewd with the resources he was managing, we are to be shrewd with the resources God has given us to manage. In the same way the manager used the resources he was managing to help other people, we are to use the resources God has given us to help other people.
That is where the similarity ends.
Unlike the manager, Jesus recommends that we do not manage the resources given to us dishonestly. Jesus makes this very clear when he says, 
“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much. 11 So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches?” (Luke 16:10, NIV).
For many people, wealth is their God. They seek all good and find refuge in money and possessions. This is what drives many people to dishonesty. It is also the source of the greed that drives people to hold onto their wealth at the expense of others. 
The love of money, possessions and the power that comes with them was one of the key reasons God was upset with the ancient Israelites. We hear it in Amos today. 
They make a show of worship but can’t wait for a religious festival or a Sabbath to be over, that they may sell their produce to make money. They are experts in shrinkflation, skimping on the weight with dishonest scales, while inflating the price. They buy people as if they are a commodity, treating them like a human resource instead of human beings. 
In ancient Israel, God had put in place laws to take care of the widow, orphan, refugee and the poor. When there was a grape harvest, any bunches not fully formed or ripe were to be left for the poor to gather. When grain was harvested, any grain that fell on the ground, the gleanings or sweepings, were to be left for the poor to gather.
Many of the rich were so greedy that they took every last grape and every last grain of wheat for themselves to sell at inflated prices.
Jesus was speaking to his disciples but also to the Pharisees. We are told that the Pharisees loved money, and after hearing Jesus, they were sneering at him (Luke 16:14). They got the message, and they weren’t happy.
To drive home his point, a few verses later, Jesus tells the Parable of the rich man and Lazarus. In this story, the rich man dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. He would regularly walk past Lazarus a destitute, starving beggar lying at his gate, covered in sores that were licked by the dogs that probably ate the food scraps off the rich man’s table. 
God gives us everything we need, our bodies, souls, reason, senses and everything we need for survival each day. Jesus reminds us not to be seduced into loving and serving the gifts rather than the giver. Loving and serving money and possessions ultimately leads us down a dark friendless path. 
Loving and serving God leads to a life of love, compassion and mercy toward our neighbour. This is because God is merciful and gives us all we need out of love, compassion and mercy toward us. When in faith we experience God’s love and it is nurtured by God’s Word and sacrament, it transforms us more and more into people filled with love, compassion and mercy. 
The transformation is never complete in this lifetime. We are always at the crossroads between saint and sinner. Yet when love, compassion and mercy do flow, our neighbour and especially those in need, experience the love of God through us. This too, may lead them to faith in Jesus, our friend and their friend, who wants all people to receive the eternal riches he has prepared for them. Amen.
