Sermon Pentecost 19C — Luke 18:1-8 — 19 October 25
Videolink: https://youtu.be/NIUQ6Dbi2H8
Recently, there has been a plumbing business in the news that consistently overcharged its customers by $1000’s. Many of these clients were elderly or vulnerable. A few months ago, a relative had a callout from another plumbing company, who overquoted by several $1000, for a replacement hot water system. Thankfully, this relative got a second quote and discovered it was a warranty repair, which only cost a couple of hundred dollars.
We live in a world full of injustice. Far too often, we hear of underpaid employees, overcharging of goods and services, hardworking business people not getting paid for their work, and retailers losing large sums of money due to shoplifting. Too often, we hear of unscrupulous business owners not paying their business debts, stripping their companies of assets and liquidating what is left. 
All of these and many other injustices leave behind a trail of suffering that is often unseen, which is itself an injustice. 

Today, we heard a parable of Jesus about a widow who was suffering some kind of injustice. At that time, widows were amongst the most vulnerable groups, along with orphans and foreigners. When a husband died, his widow often lost her primary means of economic support. Unless she had adult sons or the support of extended family, she could easily fall into poverty. The culture of the time created the perfect conditions for widows, orphans and foreigners to be at risk of suffering injustice. For a widow, any injustice could be a matter of life or death. 

In Israel, God had put laws in place to protect the vulnerable, bad unfortunately, not everyone kept God’s laws. The prophets often talked about God’s anger due to the injustice the vulnerable experienced.
This widow, perhaps fighting for her life, fights for justice from her local judge. 
Unfortunately, the judge neither fears God nor cares what people think about him, and at first, he ignores the widow’s pleas for justice.

Today, we too can find many instances of people not getting justice. Not because of bad judges but because there are people in our society who neither fear God nor care about what people think. People who will lie, cheat, steal and destroy without any guilt or remorse. People who will use every means possible to avoid punishment for harming others. 

The widow, desperate for justice, keeps going to the judge until she wears him down. Eventually, he says to himself, ‘I care nothing what God thinks, even less what people think. But because this widow won’t quit badgering me, I’d better do something and see that she gets justice—otherwise I’m going to end up beaten black-and-blue by her pounding’” (vs 4-5, The Message).

The widow’s persistence pays off, and she gets her justice.

When you live in a world where you are surrounded by injustice, it can be very easy to lose hope. Especially when you have hoped and prayed for justice for a long time with no result. Some people get to the point where they give up seeking justice.
Perhaps you have experienced some injustice in your life. Perhaps you have been cheated in some way. Hurt physically or emotionally. Perhaps someone close to you is suffering because of some injustice. Perhaps you have prayed to God for justice, and God appears to be silent.

Jesus encourages you to follow the widow’s example. To be persistent in your prayer to God and not give up. After all, if a judge who does not fear God or care about what people think will eventually grant the widow justice, how much more likely will your Father in heaven answer your prayers for justice? 

Unlike the judge, God gives justice out of love for His creation. Even when we give up on justice, God does not. Even when we lose faith, God does not. God refused to throw in the towel when Adam and Eve lost faith, when Abraham gave up on having an heir (Gen 15:2-3), when Moses expressed deep doubts about going back the Egypt to free God’s people (Ex. 3:10 – 4:13), and when Elijah sat under the broom tree wanting to die. God kept coming back to them with patience and promises that one day, justice would be served.
Finally, God sent his Son to show us once and for all his desire and determination for justice to prevail.  We know God will come through because he has come through already in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus.

Jesus experienced injustice throughout his life. Beginning with taking refuge in Egypt to escape death at the hands of Herod. Later, he experienced the injustice of being called a sinner, a blasphemer, a false prophet, Beelzebub, the prince of demons, and a deceiver. The injustice of being accused of being a glutton and a drunkard and inciting rebellion. The injustice, of false and unproven accusations, and then a pronouncement of death by crucifixion without a valid charge.  

All the while it appeared as though God the Father did not care and did not listen. Upon his death, it appeared as though God had failed Jesus, and injustice had prevailed. 
When you pray and pray and pray and still injustice appears to prevail and perpetrators appear to be getting away with their continued bad behaviour, it is very easy to lose faith in God and to give up praying. Jesus knows how hard it is; that is why he asked the rhetorical question, “However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth” (vs 8, NIV). Will God’s chosen ones still be praying, or will they have all given up?
The answer of course is yes. When the Son of Man comes, he will find faith on earth. He will find his chosen ones still hanging onto faith and still praying for justice to arrive in God’s good time. 

We hold onto faith by looking at the cross and remembering that the walk of faith in Christ is never easy because we are following a Saviour who suffered and died on a cross. By looking at Christ in the tomb and remembering that, like Jesus, we may not see justice in our own lifetime. By looking at the empty tomb and remembering that death is not the end of the story and that God’s justice will prevail beyond the grave. By looking at Jesus ascending to heaven and remembering that the one for whom justice prevailed, now lives and rules for us and for all those who hunger and thirst for righteousness. 

When you can’t hold on any longer, you can be sure that Jesus is holding onto you, walking with you in the midst of injustice, walking with you through the valley of death and walking with you to the place of eternal justice he has prepared for you. Amen.
Pastor Rolf Lungwitz
